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ARABINVASIONOFSIND

Introduction

RiseofIslam isanimportantincidentinthehistoryofIslam.ProphetMuhammadwasnotonlythe

founderofanewreligion,buthewasalsotheheadofacity-state.Muhammadleftnomaleheir.Onhis

death claimsweremadeon behalfofhisson-in-law and cousin Ali,butseniormembersofthe

communityelectedastheirleaderorcaliph,theProphet'scompanion,AbuBakr,whowasoneofthe

earliestconvertstoIslam.AbuBakrdiedafteronlytwoyearsinoffice,andwassucceededbyUmar(r.

634-644),underwhoseleadershiptheIslamiccommunitywastransformedintoavastempire.Umar

wassucceededbyUsman(r.644-656),whowasfollowedbyAli(r.656661),thelastofthefour

"RighteousCaliphs."OwingtohisrelationshipwiththeProphetaswellastopersonalbravery,nobilityof

character,andintellectualandliterarygifts,CaliphAlioccupiesaspecialplaceinthehistoryofIslam,but

hewasunabletocontrolthetribalandpersonalquarrelsoftheArabs.Afterhisdeath,Muawiyah(r.661-

680),thefirstoftheUmayyadcaliphs,seizedpowerandtransferredtheseatofcaliphatefrom Medinato

Damascus.Threeyearslaterthesuccessionpassedfrom Muawiyah'sgrandsontoanotherbranchofthe

Umayyaddynasty,whichcontinuedinpoweruntil750.DuringthisperiodtheMuslim armiesoverranAsia

Minor,conqueredthenorthcoastofAfrica,occupiedSpain,andwerehaltedonlyintheheartofFrance

atTours.IntheeasttheMuslim empirewasextendedtoCentralAsia,and,asweshallsee,itwasduring

thisperiodthatapartoftheIndiansubcontinentwasannexed.Inthecourseoftheseconquests,the

Arabsbecamesubjecttooldercivilizations.

TheArabConquestofSind

ItwasagainstthisbackgroundofrapidexpansionthatthefirstcontactsbetweenIslam andIndia

tookplace.Sincetimeimmemorialspicesandotherarticlesfrom IndiaandsoutheastAsiahadbeenin

greatdemandinEgyptandsouthernEurope,withthetransittradelargelyinthehandsofArabs,who

broughtmerchandisefrom theIndianportstoYemeninsouthernArabia.Thegoodswerethensentby

landtotheSyrianportstobeshippedagaintoEgyptandEurope.TheriseofIslam didnot,therefore,give

risetotheconnectionwithIndia,butitaddedanew dimension.TradecontinuedaftertheArabshad

embracedIslam,andthefirstmajorconflictbetweentheIndiansubcontinentandMuslim Arabiaarose

outofdevelopmentsconnectedwithArabsailorsplyingtheirtradeabouttheIndianOcean.

CausesforInvasionofSindbytheArabs

TheArabshadbeenthecarriersofIndiantradetoEuropeforcenturies.AfterconversiontoIslam,they

casttheircovetouseyesonthefabulouswealthofIndiaaswellastheywereeagertopropagatetheir

newreligioninIndia.However,theopportunitytoinvadeSindcametotheArabiansinthebeginningof

theeighthcentury.Withthepassageoftime,theHistoryofIndia,aftertheoccupationofSindhad

entered into its medievalphase.The widespread politicalinstabilityin India afterthe death of

Harshavardhan,thelastindependentHinduKinghadinspiredtheforeignelementsonceagaintoattack

andenterIndia.TheArabswerenoexceptiontoit.AftertheriseofIslam,theArabshavingsuccessfully

implantingitinSyria,Palestine,EgyptandPersiahadcastacovetouseyeonSind.In712A.D.theywere

successfulinoccupyingSind.SeveralfactorswereresponsiblefortheArabinvasiononSind.Theyare

asfollows:

.PropagationofIslam: PropagationofIslam wasoneofthekeyfactorsbehindtheArabinvasionof



Sind.AfterthespreadofIslam inEgyptandSyria,theCaliphWalid1ofDamascushadpermittedthe

ArabstogoaheadwiththeirIndianmission.FurtherthefollowersofIslam weredeadagainstidolatry

practiceoftheHindusofIndia.Sotheythoughtthespoliationoftheidolaterswouldbeameansof

earning.

FabulousWealthofIndia:Indiawasknowntotheworldforherfabulouswealthandsplendor.Solike

otherinvadersofthepast,ithadtemptedtheArabstograbherwealth.

PoliticalConditionofIndia:ThethenPoliticalconditionofIndiawasalsoamajorfactorbehindtheArab

invasionofSind.TherewasmutualrivalryandwarsamongthekingsofpettyprovincesofIndia.Dahir,

therulerofSindwasunpopularandnotlikedbymany.TheArabstookfulladvantageofit.

TheImmediateCause:TheimmediatecauseoftheArabinvasionofSindwasthelootingoftheeight

ArabshipswhichcarriedthegiftsandtreasuressentbythekingofCeylontotheCaliph,attheportof

DebalnearSind.SomeHistorianshaveopinedthattheshipswerealsocarryingsomebeautifulwomen

aswellasvaluablearticlesforthekhalifa.ThisunlawfulactofpiracywasstronglyprotestedbyHajaj,

thegovernorofIraq.Hedemandedcompensationfrom Dahir,thekingofSind.ButDahirrefutedHajaj‘s

demandsbysayingthathehadnocontroloverpirates.ThisinfuriatedHajajwhodecidedtosendmilitary

expeditionstoSind.Healsoobtainedpermissionfrom theCaliphinthisregard.However,thefirsttwo

expeditionssentbyHajajagainstSindwerebeatenbackbyDahir.Enragedattherepeatedfailures,Hajaj

senthisnephewandSon-in-lawImaduddinMuhammad-bin-Qasim attheheadofahugearmytoSind.

Muhammad-bin-Qasim wasanableandyoungcommander-inchief.

Invasion ofSind by Muhammad-bin-Qasim:Muhammad-bin-Qasim was a young man ofhardly

seventeenyearswhenhewasentrustedwiththeworkofinvadingSind.Hewasverybold,courageous

andambitious.Thestoryofhisadventures,―WritesStanleyLane-poole,‖isoneoftheromancesof

history.Reflectingofhisrisetopower,hisachievementsandhisfall,IshwariPrasadwrites,―His

bloomingyouth,hisdashandheroism,hisnobledeportmentthroughouttheexpeditionandhistragicfall

haveinvestedhiscareerwiththehaloofmartyrdom.‖Howevertowardstheendof711A.D.Muhammad-

bin-Qasim attheheadofahugearmyconsistingofthreethousandinfantry,sixthousandcavalryandsix

thousandIraqiancamelmenappearedatthenorthwesternbordernearMakran.

CaptureofDebal:Muhammad-bin-Qasim ledhisarmytowardsDebal,afamousseaport,wherethe

Arab‘s ships were looted bysome pirates.The porttown Debalwas wellprotected bystrong

fortifications,anditwasnoteasyonthepartoftheQasim‘sarmytopenetrateintoitsoeasily.Anephew

ofDahirwasthegovernorofDebal.Thoughhehadanarmyofverysmallsizewithhim,hetriedtoresist

Qasim.Butitbecamefutile,whenatreacherousBrahmindesertedthefortressandgaveQasim allthe

information‘sregardingthesecretsofitsdefence.Healsocametoknow from theBrahmanthatthe

strengthoftheSindarmylayinthemassiveHindutempleinsidethefortofDebalandaslongasthered

flagflutteredatopthetemple,hecouldnotdefeattheHindus.Thetemplewasalsogarrisonedby4000

Rajput‘sand3000Brahminsservingatthetemple.However,afterafiercebattleQasim broughtdown

theredflagandtheArabianarmyresortedtoamassacre.Despiteaboldfight,theHindusofDebalwere

defeatedbytheArabs.ThenephewofDahirwhowasthegovernorfledaway.Debalwascapturedanda

hugebootywithalargenumberofwomenfellintothehandsoftheArabs.Thepeopleweregiventhe

optionofacceptingIslam ordeath.ManythousandsofHindusincludingBrahmansweremercilessly

killedontheirrefusaltoembraceIslam.Themassacrecontinuedforthreedays.Itwasveryunfortunate

thatDahirwhohadpriorinformationoftheArabianattack,didnotcareatall.

FallofNirun:Flushedwithsuccess,Muhammad-bin-Qasim marchedtowardsNirun,whichwasunderthe

chargeofDahir‘sSonJaiSindh.WiththeapproachoftheArabs,JaiSindhfledawayafterhandingover

theforttoapriest.Qasim captureditwithoutafight.ItissaidNirunfellbecauseofthetreacheryof

someBuddhistcitizens.Whatevermaybethefact;Dahirhadtakenthematterlightlyanddidnotattempt

tocheckthefurtheradvancesoftheArabs.

FallofSehwan:AftercapturingDebal&Nirun,Muhammad-bin-Qasim marchedagainstSehwan,atown



whichwasunderthechargeofthecousinofDahirnamedBajhra?Thetownwasmostlyinhabitedbythe

merchantclassandthepriests.BajhracouldnotdefendthetowninthefaceoftheArabianattackand

fledawaywithpanic.Afterhisflight,thepeopleofSehwansurrenderedtoMuhammadbin-Qasim.

Sehwanfellbecauseofpoordefence.

FallofSisam andVictoryovertheJats:Sisam alsometthesamefateashadhappenedtoSehwan.It

wasthecapitaloftheJatsofBudhiyaandwasruledbyKaka,ajatking.KakahadgivensheltertoBajhra

afterhisflightfrom Sehwan.Muhammad-bin-Qasim defeatedtheJatswhointurnsurrenderedtothe

Arabs.Butduringtheencounter,Bajhraandhisfollowerswerekilled.Whensomuchhadhappened,yet

Dahirdidnotraisehislittlefingertochecktheinvader.Muhammad-bin-Qasim thenreachedtheriver

Mihranwherehewasdetainedforsomemonthsbecausemostofhishorsesofhisarmydiedofscurvy

andhehadtowaitforfreshre-inforcementfrom home.Dahircouldhavetakenthefulladvantageofthis

opportunitytoattackanddestroytheArabs.Butheremainedinactive.HealsodidnotchecktheArabs

whentheycrossedtheriverMihran.Probably,DahirwasconfidenttodefeathisenemyinaSingle

encounterandthat‘swhyhewaswaitingforitatRawaronthebankoftheIndus.

TheBattleofRawar:Dahir,thepowerfulkingofSindwaswaitingfortheArabinvaderwithahugearmy

of50,000swordmen,horsemenandelephantryataplacecalledRawar.Hewasdeterminedtofinishthe

enemyonceforall.HedidnotknowthattheArabarmyledbyMuhammad-bin-Qasim wasalsoequally

strongtofaceanyChallenge.Afterwaitingforsomedays,boththearmiesstartedfightingon20thJune,

712A.D.Itwasaseriousandseverebattle.Dahirwasagreatwarrior.Hewasfightingwithagreatspirit

andwasleadinghisarmyfrom thefront.Byridingonanelephanthewasatthefrontandwasattacking

theopponentwithgreatcourageandvalour.Inthemeanwhileanarrowattachedwithburningcotton

struckDahir‘s‗howdah‘andsetitflame.Atthistheelephantgotfrightenedandrushedtowardstheriver

Indus.ThismadeDahirverymuchdisturbedatthemidofthewar.Hebecamerestless,inconsistentand

inattentive.Atthismomenthewasinjuredbyanarrowandfellfrom hiselephant.Althoughtheelephant

wasbroughttocontrol,Dahirdidnotwaitforit.Heimmediatelyrodeahorseandresumedfighting.But

ashewasnotseenonthebackofhiselephant,hissoldiersbecamepanickyandfledawayfrom thefield

ofbattle.However,Dahirgaveaheroicfightandlaiddownhislifeaftertwodaysofhisbloodybattle.His

widowQueenRanibairefusedtosurrenderthefortofRawarandfoughttheinvadertothebitterend.She

performedjouharalongwithsomebesiegedladiesofthefort.Muhammad-bin-Qasim becamevictorious.

NeverthelesshetookabouteightmonthstoacquirecontroloverSindbecausehisarmyhadtoface

toughresistancebythelocalpeopleofmanyothertownsandpalacesincludingAlorandBrahmanabad.

OccupationofMultan:AfterconqueringSind,Muhammad-bin-Qasim marchedtowardsMultan,amajor

citysituatedintheupperIndusbasin.Onthewayhehadtoencountertoughresistancebythelocal

peoplebutoverpoweredthem.OnreachingMultanhefoundthecitystronglyfortifiedandpeopleinfull

revolt.ButatMultanhewasalsofortunatetogetthehelpofatraitorwhogavehim theinformation

regardingthesourceofwatersupplytothecity.Muhammad-bin-Qasim cut-offthesource.Thepeopleof

MultansurrenderedatlastafterfightingbravelyagainsttheArabs.Thusthecityfellintothehandsofthe

invaderin713A.D.TheArabsmassacredandplunderedthecity.Womenandchildrenweremade

captivesandalargequantityofgoldwascollectedbytheArabs.Heobtainedsomuchgoldthatthey

namedthecityasthe‗cityofgold‘.AftercompletinghismissioninSindandMultan,Muhammad-bin-

Qasim wasplanningtoproceedmoreintotheinteriorofIndia.Inthemeanwhiletherecameatragicend

tohislife.HewasputtodeathbyanorderofCalipha,thereligiousheadoftheIslamicworld.

DeathofMuhammad-bin-Qasim:TheDeathofMuhammad-bin-Qasim hasbeenputtodebateasthere

aretwodivergentviewsbydifferentHistorians.HistorianMirMassum inhis―TarikSind‘hasdescribed

aninterestingstoryaboutthedeathofMuhammad-bin-Qasim.Muhammad-bin-Qasim duringhis

campaignofBrahamanbadhadcapturedthetwovirgindaughtersofDahir.TheywereSuryaDeviand

ParimalDevi.TheyweresenttotheCaliphaasgiftsfrom Muhammad-bin-Qasim.Thesetwogirlswere

determinedtotakerevengeonMuhammad-bin-Qasim.SowhentheyreachedCalipha,theytoldhim that

theyhadbeenusedanddishonoredbyMuhammad-bin-Qasim beforetheyweresenttohim.Thismade

theCaliphasomuchangrythatheatonceorderedthatMuhammad-bin-Qasim shouldbeputtodeath



andhisbody,beingsewnupintheraw hideofanox,shouldbedespatchedtohim.Hisorderwas

immediatelycarriedout.WhenMuhammad-bin-Qasim‘scoffinwasopenedbeforethecalipha,thetwo

girlsweredelightedathavingavengedontheenemyandkilleroftheirfather.Theirmissionwas

completedandsotheydeclaredthatQasim wasinnocent.ThismadetheCaliphafurious.Athisorder,

thetwosistersweretiedtothetailsofhorsesandweredraggedtodeath.Buttheotherviewregarding

thedeathofMuhammad-bin-Qasim hasbeenascribedtoapoliticalcause.Somemodernhistorians

believethatMuhammadhadbecomeavictim ofthecourtintriguesoftheCalipha.CaliphaWaliddiedin

715A.D.andwassucceededbyhisbrotherSulaimanwhohadenmitywithHajaj,thegovernorofIraq

andfather-in-lawofMuhammad-binQasim.HecouldnottoleratetheimportanceofHajajasaresultof

Muhammad‘svictoriouscampaignsinIndia.TobringanendtothisCaliphamighthaveorderedtokill

Muhammad-binQasim.Whatevermaybethefact?Mohammad-bin-Kasim gotatragicendofhislife.

CausesofArabSuccessinSind:ManyfactorshavebeenascribedtothesuccesstheArabsinSind

andMultan.SindhadaheterogeneouspopulationconsistingoftheHindus,theBuddhists,theJains,the

Jats,theMedsetc.Therewasnogoodrelationamongthem asthesubjectsofDahirlackunityatsocial

level.Insteadthereprevailedhatredamongthem.SoatthetimeofArabinvasionofSind,theycouldnot

beunitedforthecauseoftheirmotherland.Somehistorianshaveopinedthatitwasduetolackofsocial

solidarityamongthepeopleofSind;thecountryhadtofacethewrathoftheArabs.

UnpopularityofDahir:Dahirwasnotlikedbysomesectionsofhissubjectsashewasproudand

arrogantandmainlyasasonofanusurper.Dahir‘sfatherwasaministerwhohadmurderedhiskingand

marriedthewidowqueen.ThusDahir,beingthesonofanusurper,wasnotlikedbythepeople.Besides

Dahirhadenimitywithhiscousinbrothersforthethronewhichhadledthekingdom toastageofcivil

war.FurtherDahir‘sgovernorswerealmostsemi-independentprincesanddidnotco-operatehim atthe

timeofcrises.Becauseofhispersonalnaturehewasalsonotlikedbyhissubjectswhoweremostly

non-Hindus.Owingtohisunpopularityhedidnotgetthesupportofthepeopleofhisownkingdom atthe

timeofforeigninvasion.

BetrayalandTreachery:ItwasthebetrayalandtreacheryofsomeIndiancitizensthathadcontributeda

lotforthesuccessoftheArabs.DebalfellbecauseofaBrahmintraitorwhoexposedsecrecyofthe

TempleandflagwhichwasinsidefortofDebal.AtNiruntheBuddhistsplayedtreacherousroleby

joininghandswiththeinvader.AtMultan,atraitorinformedtheinvaderthesourceofwatersupplytothe

city.SomehistorianshaveviewedthisastheroleoftheFifthcolumninbringingaboutthefalloftheir

owncountry.

PovertyandBackwardness:Sindwasapoor,backwardkingdom withaspacepopulationandlimited

resources.SoitwasnotpossibleonthepartoftheDahirtofinanceforalargearmyortowagea

protractedwar.ThisalsohadtemptedtheArabstoinvadeSind.

IsolationofSind:IsolationofSindfrom therestofIndiawasalsoafactorfortheArab‘ssuccessinSind.

ThoughtherewerepowerfuldynastieslikethePratiharasofMalwaandKanaujtheydidnotcometothe

helpofSind.Noneofthem botheredorcaredforthisincidentwhichmarkedthebeginningofMuslim

ruleinIndia.

ReligiousEnthusiasm ofArabs:TheArabswereinspiredbyanewreligionandhadbecomefanatic.They

thoughtthattheyweretheforcesofGodandwereengagedinamissiontodestroythefaithsofthe

infidelandsparedtheblessingsofIslam.TheArabshadalsoagreatsenseofpatrioticfeelings.The

Indiansontheotherhandhadnosuchreligiousenthusiasm orpatriotism.Rathertheyhadanindifferent,

tolerantandcosmopolitanattitudetowardsotherfaithsandotherpeople.Undoubtedlythishadresulted,

theArab‘ssuccessinSind.

StrongArmy:TheArabarmyundertheleadershipofMuhammad-bin-Qasim wassuperiortothatofSind

ofDahirinstrengthandtechnique.Theywerealsowell-equipped.Dahir‘sarmyonlyatRawarwasnearly

onparinnumberwiththatoftheinvader.Buttheywereverypoorlyequippedasthemajorityofthem

werehastilyrecruitedontheeveofthewarandhadnotsufficientmilitarytraining.Thishadcausedthe



defeatofDahir.

ResponsibilityofDahir:DahirwaslargelyresponsibleforthesuccessoftheArabsowingtohisinitial

lethargyandfoolishness.HehadremainedinactivewhileMuhammad-bin-Qasim wasconqueringDebal,

NirunandSehwanoneafteranother.EvenhehadremainedinactivewhenMuhammadcrossedthe

MihrantoenterintoRawar.ItwasfoolishnessonthepartofDahirtohopethathewouldfinishthe

enemyinaSinglestrokeatRawar.AtRawaralsoDahircommittedablunderbynotcommandingthe

armyasitsleader.Insteadofcommandingthearmy,hefoughtlikeasoldieranddied.

ArabAdministrationinSind

TheArabadministrationinSindfollowedthegeneralpatternadoptedbytheArabconquerorsinother

countries.Thenormalrulewastoemploylocaltalentandmakeminimum changesinlocalpractices.

CaliphUmar,acknowledgedasthechiefcreatoroftheArabsystem ofadministration,hadlaiddownthe

workingprinciplethatArabsshouldnotacquirelandedpropertyinconqueredterritories.Underhis

system theconqueringgeneralofanew territorybecameitsgovernor,but"mostofthesubordinate

officerswereallowedtoretaintheirposts."AvailableevidenceaboutSindshowsthattheseinjunctions

wereobserved.TheArabsestablishedthemselvesinlargetowns,whichwerealsomilitarycantonments,

andprovidedthemilitarygarrisons,butciviladministrationwasleftlargelyinthehandsofthelocal

chiefs,onlyafew ofwhom hadacceptedIslam. Theadministrativearrangementswhich

MuhammadibnQasim madewiththenon-MuslimsafterhisvictoryoverDaharareoftenreferredtoas

"theBrahmanabadsettlement."ThebasicprinciplewastotreattheHindusas"thepeopleofthebook,"

andtoconferonthem thestatusofthezimmis(theprotected).Insomerespectsthearrangements

wereevenmoreliberalthanthosegrantedto"thepeopleofthebook"bythelaterschoolsofIslamiclaw.

Forexample,accordingtolateropinionthezimmiscouldnotrepairtheirplacesofworship,although

existingoneswereallowedtostand.Thequestionofrepairingadamagedtemplecameupbefore

Muhammad,whoreferredthemattertoHajjaj.Thelatter,havingconsultedthe'ulamaofDamascus,not

onlygrantedthepermissionaskedfor,butdeclaredthatsolongasnon-Muslimspaidtheirduestothe

statetheywerefreetoliveinwhatevermannertheyliked."Itappears,"Hajjajwrote,"thatthechief

inhabitantsofBrahmanabadhadpetitionedtobeallowedtorepairthetempleofBudhandpursuetheir

religion.Astheyhavemadesubmission,andhaveagreedtopaytaxestotheKhalifa,nothingmorecan

properlyberequiredfrom them.Theyhavebeentakenunderourprotection,andwecannotinanyway

stretchoutourhandsupontheirlivesorproperty.Permissionisgiventhem toworshiptheirgods.

Nobodymustbeforbiddenandpreventedfrom followinghisownreligion.Theymayliveintheirhouses

inwhatevermannertheylike.AccordingtooneearlyMuslim historian,theArabconquerorcountenanced

eventheprivilegedpositionoftheBrahmans,notonlyinreligiousmatters,butalsointheadministrative

sphere."Muhammad ibn Qasim maintained theirdignityand passed orders confirming theirpre-

eminence.They were protected againstopposition and violence."Even the 3 percentshare of

governmentrevenuewhichtheyhadreceivedduringtheascendancyoftheBrahmanrulersofSind,was

concededtothem.Inhisarrangementsforthecollectionoftaxes,MuhammadibnQasim alsomadean

attempttoprovidesomesafeguardsagainstoppression,byappointing"peoplefrom amongthevillagers

andthechiefcitizenstocollectthefixedtaxesfrom thecitiesandthevillagessothattheremightbethe

feelingofstrengthandprotection." WhentheAbbasidsoverthrewtheUmayyadsin750theysent

theirownofficerstoSind.TheAbbasidgovernor,Hisham,whocametoSindin757,carriedout

successfulraidsagainstGujaratandKashmir,butnopermanentadditionstoArabdominionweremade.

Later,through preoccupations athome,Arab controloverSind weakened,with the process of

disintegrationbeingacceleratedbytribalconflictsamonglocalArabs.Onegovernorwentsofarasto

revoltagainstCaliphal-Mamun.Therebellionwasputdown,butMusa(sonofYahyatheBarmakid,the

famouswazirofHarun-al-Rashid),whowasplacedinchargeoftheaffairsofSind,nominatedashis

successoronhisdeathin836hissonAmran.Thecaliphrecognizedtheappointment,butthebeginning

ofthehereditarysuccessiontogovernorshipmeantaweakeningoftheholdofBaghdad.Anenergetic

ruler,AmrandealtfirmlywiththedisturbancesoftheJatsandtheMeds,butinternecinequarrelsamong

theArabsflaredupandhelosthislifeafterabriefreign.In854theHibbarifamilybecamehereditary



rulersofSind,withMansuraastheircapital.Incourseoftime,Multanbecameindependentandthe

HindusreestablishedthemselvesinRohri. TheseveranceofcontactswithBaghdadmadeSindand

MultanahappyhuntinggroundfortheemissariesoftherivalsoftheAbbasids,theIsmailirulersofCairo.

TheirfirstmissionarycametoSindin883andstartedsecretpropagandainfavoroftheIsmailicaliph.

Afterthegroundhadbeenprepared,militaryaidwasobtainedfrom Cairo,andthroughacoupd'etat

Multanwascapturedin977.Ismailidoctrineswerenowadoptedastheofficialreligion,andthekhutba

wasreadinthenameoftheEgyptianruler.TheIsmailisdestroyedtheoldhistorictempleofMultan,

whichMuhammadibnQasim hadleftinchargeoftheHindus,andbuiltamosqueonitssite.Mansura

remainedwiththeHibbarifamily,atleastuntil985,butatalaterdatethisalsobecameasmallIsmaili

stronghold.TheIsmailissufferedasetbackwiththeriseofMahmudofGhazni,whoin1005compelled

therulerofMultantorecanthisIsmailibeliefsandsometwentyyearslaterconqueredMansuraonhis

returnfrom Somnath.TheIsmailicreedregainedstrengthastheGhaznavidsweakened,butin1175

SultanMuhammadGhuricapturedMultanandappointedanorthodoxSunniasgovernor.Theareawas

incorporatedintheSunnisultanatefirstofGhazni,andlaterofDelhi.

IntellectualAchievements

DuringtheUmayyadandtheearlyAbbasidperiod,whentheArabswereattheheightoftheirpolitical

power,theywerealsoactiveintheintellectualfield,makingeveryefforttoacquireknowledgefrom all

sources.SindbecamethelinkthroughwhichthefruitsofIndianlearningweretransmittedtotheArabs,

andbythem madeavailabletotherestofthecivilizedworld.Indo-Arabintellectualcollaborationwasat

itsheightduringtwodistinctperiods.Duringthereign(753-774)ofMansur,embassiesfrom Sindto

Baghdadincludedscholarswhobroughtimportantbookswiththem.Thesecondfruitfulperiodwasthe

reign(780-808)ofHarun-al-Rashid,whentheBarmakidfamily,whichprovidedwazirstotheAbbasid

caliphsforhalfacentury,wasatthezenithofitspower.ArabbibliographersespeciallymentionHarun's

wazir,YahyatheBarmakid,Yahya'ssonMusa,andgrandsonAmran(bothofwhom governedSindfor

sometime)fortheirinterestinIndiaandIndiansciences.BesidessendingscholarstoIndiatostudy

medicineandpharmacology,theybroughtHinduscholarstoBaghdad,madethem chiefphysiciansof

theirhospitals,andcommissionedthem totranslateintoArabic,Sanskritbooksonsuchsubjectsas

medicine,pharmacology,toxicology,philosophy,andastrology. TheearliestrecordedIndo-Arab

intellectualcontactcamein771,whenaHinduastronomerandmathematicianreachedBaghdad,

bringingwithhim aSanskritwork(BrahmaSiddhantabyBrahma-gupta)whichhetranslatedintoArabic

withthehelpofanArabmathematician.Titlesofthreeotherworksonastronomytranslatedfrom

SanskrithavebeenpreservedbyArabbibliographers,butSiddhanta,whichcametobeknowninArabic

as"Sindhind,"hadthegreatestinfluenceonthedevelopmentofArabastronomy.Inmathematicsthe

mostimportantcontributionofthesubcontinenttoArabiclearningwastheintroductionofwhatare

knownintheWestas"Arabicnumerals,"butwhichArabsthemselvescall"Indiannumerals"(al-ruqum-al-

Hindiyyah). Indianmedicinereceivedevengreaterattention;thetitlesofatleastfifteenworksin

SanskritwhichweretranslatedintoArabichavebeenpreserved,includingbooksbySushrutaandCaraka,

theforemostauthoritiesinHindumedicine.Oneofthetranslatedbookswasonveterinaryscience,and

anotherdealtwithsnakesandtheirpoisons.Noneofthesetranslationsarenowknowntoexist,excepta

renderingofabookonpoisons,whichwasoriginallytranslatedintoPersianforKhalid-alBarmaki,the

Abbasidwazir,andlaterwastranslatedintoArabic.IndiandoctorsenjoyedgreatprestigeatBaghdad,

andalthoughtheirnames,likethetitlesoftheirworks,havebeenmutilatedbeyondrecognitioninArab

bibliographies,theirnumberwasverygreat.Oneofthesemen,Manka,wasspeciallysentforwhen

Harun-al-RashidfellillandcouldnotbecuredbyBaghdaddoctors.Manka'streatmentwassuccessful,

andnotonlywasherichlyrewardedbythegratefulcaliph,buthewasentrustedwiththetranslationof

medicalbooksfrom Sanskrit.AnotherIndianphysicianwascalledinwhenacousinofthecaliph

sufferedaparalyticstrokeand wasgivenup forlostbytheGreekcourtphysician.ManyIndian

medicines,someofthem intheiroriginalnamessuchasatrifal,whichistheHinditri-phal(acombination

ofthreefruits),foundtheirwayintoArabpharmacopoeia. Astrologyandpalmistryalsoreceived



considerableattentionatBaghdad,andtitlesofalargenumberofbookstranslatedfrom Sanskriton

thesesubjectshavebeenpreserved.Otherbookswhichweretranslatedwereonlogic,alchemy,magic,

ethics,statecraft,andtheartofwar,butliteraryworksgainedthegreatestpopularity.Someofthe

storiesoftheArabianNights'EntertainmentsareattributedtoIndianorigin,andArabictranslationsof

thePanchtantra,popularlyknownasthestoryofKalilaandDimna,havebecomefamousinvarious

ArabicandPersianversions.Thegamesofchessandchausarwerealsobroughtfrom Indiaand

transmittedbyArabstootherpartsoftheworld. Sindalsomadeacontributioninspheresother

thanscienceandleaming.WhilethedebtoftheSufis,theIslamicmystics,toIndianreligioningeneralis

notcertain,thelinksofSindwithIslamicSufism arefairlydefinite.ThegreatearlySufi,Bayazidof

Bistam,hadaSindhiashisspiritualteacher."Ileamed,"hesaid,"thescienceofannihilation(ilm-i-fana)

andunity(tauhid)from AbuAli(ofSind)andAbuAlileamedthelessonsofIslamicunityfrom me."The

closeassociationofSindwithSufism ismaintainedtothisday,andoneofthemostmarkedfeaturesof

SindisthedominantplacewhichSufism occupiesinherliteraryandreligiouslife. Ourknowledgeof

India'simpactonArabculturallifeisbasedoncontemporaryArabsources,butitisfarfrom complete.

NotitleofanySanskritbookonmusictranslatedatBaghdadisavailable,butitisknownthatthemusic

ofthesubcontinentinfluencedArabmusic.ThatitwasappreciatedintheAbbasidcapitalisindicatedby

thefamousArabauthorJahiz(fl.869),whowroteinhisaccountofthepeopleoftheIndo-Pakistan

subcontinentthat"Theirmusicispleasing.OneoftheirmusicalinstrumentsisknownasKankalah,

whichisplayedwithastringstretchedonapumpkin."Thiswouldseem tobeareferencetoanIndian

instrument,thekingar,whichismadewithtwogourds.Anotherindicationofwidespreadknowledgeof

IndianmusicisareferencebyanArabicauthorfrom AndalusiatoanIndianbookontunesand

melodies./10/IthasevenbeensuggestedthatmanyofthetechnicaltermsforArabmusicwere

borrowedfrom PersiaandIndiaandthatIndianmusicitselfhasincorporatedcertainPerso-Arabairs,

suchasYemanandHijjfrom HijazandZanuglah,corruptedintoJangla. Noconnectedhistoryof

SindandMultanaftertherecallofMuhammadibnQasim isavailable,butworksofArabtravelersand

geographersenableustofillthegap.InparticularMasudi,whovisitedwhatisnowWestPakistanin915-

916,hasleftabrilliantaccountoftheconditionsintheIndusvalley,from WaihindinthenorthtoDebulin

thesouth.IbnHaukul,anothertraveler,visitedtheareasomeyearslater.Bothagreethattheprincipal

ArabcolonieswereatMansura,Multan,Debul,andNirun,allofwhichhadlargeFridaymosques.Non-

Muslimsformedthebulkofthepopulation,andwereinapreponderantmajorityatDebulandAlor.The

relationsbetweentheArabsandthenon-Muslirnsweregood.Unlikethehistoriansofthesultanate

period,theArabtravelersrefertothenon-Muslimsaszimmisandnotaskafirs(infidels).Soonafterthe

conquestofSindandMultan,thekillingofcowswasbannedinthearea.Thereasonmayhavebeena

simpledesiretopreservethecattlewealth,butregardforHindusentimentsmayalsohavebeenpartly

responsibleforthisstep.SomeHinduchiefsshowedasympatheticinterestinIslam,forin886aHindu

rajacommissionedanArablinguistfrom MansuratotranslatetheQuranintothelocallanguage.

Anotherindicationoftheintegrationofthepopulationintothegenerallifeoftherulingclasswastheuse

ofSindhitroopsinArabarmies.Contemporaryrecordsmentiontheirpresenceinareasasdistantasthe

frontiersoftheByzantineempire. Arabrulersadoptedlocalpracticestoamuchgreaterextentthan

theGhaznavidsdidlateratLahore,ortheTurksandtheAfghansatDelhi.AccordingtoMasudi,theruler

ofMansurahadeightywarelephantsandoccasionallyrodeinachariotdrawnbyelephants.TheArabs

ofMansuragenerallydressedlikethepeopleofIraq,butthedressoftherulerwassimilartothatofthe

Hindurajas,and,likethem,heworeearringsandkepthishairlong.

AfterMuhammadibnQasim therewerenolarge-scaleArabimmigrations,andArabinfluencegradually

diminished;butSindandMultanremainedincontactwiththeArabcountries,particularlyIraqandEgypt.

AtthetimeofMasudi'svisitArabicandSindhiwerespokeninSind,butIranianinfluenceswerealso

strong,particularlyaftertheriseoftheDailamites,whentheuseofPersianbecamemoreprevalent,

especiallyinMultan. ArabruleproducedmenofnoteinSindandMultan,someofwhom achieved

fameanddistinctioninDamascusandBaghdad.Oneofthem,AbuMaasharSindhi(fl.787),anauthority

onthelifeoftheProphet,wassoeminentthatwhenhediedinBaghdadthereigningcaliphledthe

prayersathisfuneral.AnumberofotherscholarsandpoetsconnectedwithSindarealsomentionedin



Arabicanthologies.Someofthem werefrom theimmigrantfamilies,butmanywereofSindhioriginand

includeddescendantsofcaptivestakenasslavesduringtheArabconquestorthelaterwars.Themost

notableArabicpoetofSindhioriginwasAbulAtaSindhi,whowastakentoSyriaasacaptiveduringhis

childhood,andearnedhismanumissionwithaqasidaorode.InspiteofhiscommandofliteraryArabic,

hispronunciationofArabicwordsboresuchtracesofhisoriginthathehadtoengagearavitorecitehis

verses.HewroteforcefulqasidasinpraiseoftheUmayyadrulersandpoignantelegiesontheirdownfall.

LifeintheArabdominionofSindandMultanwassimple,butagricultureandcommercewerehighly

developed.MasudimentionsalargenumberofhamletsintheprincipalitiesofMultanandMansura,and

apparentlythewholecountrywaswellcultivated.TherewasactivecommercebetweenSindandother

partsoftheMuslim world,withcaravansgoingtoKhurasan,mostcommonlybytherouteofKabuland

Bamian.TherewerealsocommunicationswithZabulistanandSijistanthroughGhazniandQandahar.

SindhiHindus,whowereexcellentaccountantsandtraders,hadamajorshareinthiscommerce,and

Alorismentionedasagreatcommercialcenter.Theprosperityoftheareamaybejudgedbythefact

thatSindandMultancontributedelevenandahalfmilliondirhamstoAbbasidrevenue,whilethetotal

revenuefrom theKabulareaincashandcattlewaslessthantwoandaquartermilliondirhams.

ConsequencesofArabConquestsofSind

TheArabconquestofSindhisquitesignificantinthehistoryofIndiaaswellasanArabiaundoubtedlyit

didnothelpinthefutureestablishmentofMuslim empireinIndia.AccordingtoStanleyLane-Poole,"The

ArabshadconqueredSindhbuttheconquestwasonlyanepisodeintheHistoryofIndiaandofIslam,a

triumphwithoutresults."AccordingtoSirWolseleyHaig,"OftheArabconquestofSindh,thereisnothing

moretobesaid.ItwasamereepisodeintheHistoryofIndiaandaffectedonlyasmallportionofthe

fringeofthatvastcountry.Itintroducedintoonefrontiertractthereligionwhichwasdestinedto

dominatethegreaterpartofIndiafornearlyfivecenturies,butithadnoneofthefar-reachingeffects

attributedtoitbyTodintheAnnalsofRajasthan.Mohammad-bin-Quasim neverpenetratedtoChitorin

theheartofRajputana;theCaliphWalidFirstdidnot'rendertributaryallthatpartofIndiaonthissideof

theGanges';theinvaderwasneverontheeveofcarryingthewaragainstRajaHarchundofKanaujmuch

lessdidheactuallyprosecuteit;IfHarun-ur-Rashidgavetohissecondson,al-Ma'-mun,'Khorasan,

Zabullisthan,Cabulisthan,SindhandHindusthan',hebestowedonhim atleastonecountrywhichwas

nothistogive;norwasthewholeofNorthernIndia,asTodmaintains,convulsedbytheinvasionofthe

Arabs.Oneofthese,aswehaveseen,advancedtoAdhoiinCutch,butnosettlementwasmade,andthe

expeditionwasamereraid:andthoughthefirstnewsoftheirruptionmayhavesuggestedwar-like

preparationstotheprincesofRajasthantheiruneasinesscannothaveendured.ThetideofIslam,having

overflowedSindhandthelowerPunjab,ebbed,leavingsomejetam onthestrand.Therulersofstates

beyondthedeserthadnocauseforalarm.Thatwastocomelaterandtheenemywastobe,nottheArab

buttheTurk,whowastopresentthefaithoftheArabianprophetinamoreterribleguisethanithad

wornwhenpresentedbynativeArabians."AccordingtoProf.Habibullah,"TheArabwasnotdestinedto

raiseIslam tobeapoliticalforceinIndia.Whateveritsculturalimplications,politicallytheSindhaffair

ledtoadeadend.IttouchedonlyafringeoftheIndiancontinentandthefaintstirringsitproducedwere

soonfortotten.IntheIslamicCommonwealththeArabsoonbegantoloseground;geographystoodin

thewayofhisexpansioninIndia;andbythetenthcentury,hisconqueringrolehavingbeenplayedout,

theIndianprincesrecognisedinhim onlytheenterprisingandadaptablemerchantofold."Whenthe

ArabssettledinSindh,theyweredazzledbytheabilityoftheIndians.Insteadofinfluencingthem,they

werethemselvesinfluencedbythem.TheArabscholarssatatthefeetoftheBrahmanasandBuddhist

monksandlearntfrom them philosophy,astronomy,mathematics,medicine,chemistry,etc.,andlateron

transmittedthesametoEurope.ItiscontendedthatthenumericalfigureswhichtheEuropeanslearnt

from theArabswereoriginallylearntfrom theIndians.TheArabicnameforfigure,Hindsa,pointsoutto

itsIndianorigin.DuringtheKhilafatofMansurinthe8thcenturyA.D.,Arabscholarswentfrom Indiato

Baghdadandtheycarriedwiththem theBrahmaSidhantaandKhanda-KhandvakaofBrahmaGuptaand

thoseweretranslatedintoArabicwiththehelpofIndianscholars.TheArabsalsolearntfrom them the

firstprinciplesofscientificastronomy.Hindulearningalsowasencouragedbytheministerialfamilyof

BarmaksduringtheKhilafatofHarunfrom 786to808A.D.TheyinvitedHinduscholarstoBaghdadand



askedthem totranslateSanskritbooksonmedicine,philosophy,astrologyetc.,intoArabic.Theyalso

puttheHinduphysiciansinchargeoftheirhospitals.AccordingtoHavell,from apoliticalpointofview,

ArabconquestofSindhwasacomparativelyinsignificanteventbutitsimportanceonaccountofits

effectuponthewholecultureofIslam wasgreat.Forthefirsttime,theNomadsoftheArabianDesert

foundthemselvesintheholylandoftheAryansinclosecontactwithIndo-Aiyancivilization,whichfrom

allpointsofviewpolitically,economicallyandintellectuallyhadreachedafarhigherplanethantheirown.

TothepoeticimaginationoftheArabtribesmen,Indiaseemedalandofwonders.Inalltheartsofpeace,

Indiathenstoodatthepinnacleofthegreatness.TheArabswerecharmedbytheskilloftheIndian

musiciansandthecunningoftheHindupainter.ThedomeofthetempleMandapam becamethedome

oftheMuslim mosqueandtomb.Thesimplifiedsymbolism ofMuslim ritualwasallborrowedfrom India.

ThepointedarcoftheprayercarpetandmihrabwasasymbolicarcoftheBuddhistandHindushrines.

ThecathedralmosquesoftheMuslim royaltywereliketheVishnutemple.Theentrancesofthemosque

correspondedtothetempleGopuram andgatesoftheIndianvillages.TheMinarsoftheMosqueswere

adaptationsoftheIndiantowersofvictory.HavellpointsoutthatinSindh,theArabShaikhshadtheir

firstpracticallessonsinIndo-AryanstatecraftundertheguidanceoftheirBrahmanofficials.Theylearnt

toadapttheirownprimitivepatriarchalpolicytothecomplicatedproblemsofthehighlyorganised

systematicgovernmentevolvedbycenturiesofAryan'simperialrule.Thecourtlanguage,etiquetteand

literaryaccomplishmentswereborrowedfrom theIranianbranchofAryancivilisation.Allthesescientific

elementswhichmadetheArabsfamousinEuropewereborroweddirectlyfrom India.Islam wasableto

tap the inexhaustible resources ofIndia,spiritualand materialand became the agentfortheir

distributionoverthewholeofEurope.TheIndianPanditsbroughttoBaghdadtheworksofBrahmputra

andthoseweretranslatedintoArabic.InthepalmydaysofthegreatHarun,theinfluenceofIndian

scholarswassupremeattheBaghdadcourt.

HinduphysicianswerebroughttoBaghdadtoorganisehospitalsandmedicalschools.Hinduscholars

translatedSanskritworksintoArabic.TheArabsalsowenttoIndianuniversitiesforacquiringknowledge.

HavellpointsoutthatitwasIndiaandnotGreecethattaughtIslam intheimpressionableyearsofits

youthformeditsphilosophyandesotericreligiousidealsandinspireditsmostcharacteristicexpression

inliterature,artandarchitecture.TheArabsneverwonforthemselvesapermanentpoliticalfootingin

IndianordidtheWesternSchoolofIslam evertakeanystrongholduponthementalityorreligious

feelingoftheIndianMuslims.ItiswrongtomaintainthattheArabconquestofSindhhadabsolutelyno

effectonIndia.ItcannotbedeniedthattheArabconquestofSindhshowedtheseedofIslam inIndia.A

largenumberofpersonsinSindhwereconvertedtoIslam.ThefootinggotbyIslam inSindhprovedto

bepermanent.ThelegacyoftheArabconquestofSindhliesinthe"debrisofancientbuildingswhich

proclaimedtotheworldthevandalism ofthedestroyerorafewsettlementsofafewMuslim familiesin

SindhasthememorialtoArabconquestofSindh."AquestionhasbeenraisedwhethertheArabinvasion

ofSindhwasinspiredbyreligionornot.TheviewofDr.Tarachandisthatitwasnot.Insupportofhis

view,hepointsoutthatanumberofprominentandinfluentialHindusfavouredQuasim.Amongthem

wereSisakar,theMinisterofDahir,MokaBisaya,chiefofatribe,Ladi,Dahir'squeen,whomarried

Quasim afterherhusband'sdeath and actuallyinduced the besieged HindusofBahmanabad to

surrender.Ontheotherside,Allafi,anArabCommanderofArabhorsemen,foughtonthesideofDahir

andwashisadvisor.NoHindurulecameforwardtohelpDahiragainsttheArabs.Hissonalsoappealed

forhelptohisbrotherandnephewsandnottotheHinduchiefsofthecountry.TheHinducheifs

surrenderedinmanycaseswithoutresistancemerelyontheassurancethattheywillbetreatedkindly.

TheHindudefenderssubmittedandwerenotmolested.Theonlyexceptionsweremenbearingarms.

Quasim tookSisakarintohisconfidenceandtoldhim allhissecrets.HerelieduponMokaBisayatolead

foragingpartiesagainstJaisiya.HeappointedKaksa,acousinofDahir,ashisVazierwithprecedence

overallMuslim noblesandarmycommanders.AllthesefactsshowthattheinvasionofSindhwasnota

religiouscrusade.Dr.Tarachandsaysthateventheresultsdonotjustifythisconclusion.Itisdoubtful

whethermanySindhiswereconvertedtoIslam bytheinvaders.Theirplacesofworshipwerenot

damagedasisprovedbythecaseofthetempleatMultan.ManyBrahmanswereemployedinthe

administration.TheSumraswhoruledoverSindhboreHindunomes.TheHinduAmilsweretheofficial



classundertheKalhorasandTalpurs.ThehistoryofSindhshowsthatthefactorofreligionhasbeen

exaggerated.ItisstatedinChachNamahandFutuhatBuldanofATBHadhurithatHajjaj,theGovernor

ofIraq,whohaddispatchedQuasim hadabalancesheetofthewarpreparedwhichshowedthat60,000

silverDirhemswastheexpenditureand120,000Dirhemswastheincomefrom thecampaign.The

expeditionwasasmuchabusinessenterpriseasaventurefortheexpansionoftheempire.4.1.9.

ConclusionTheArabshadbeenthecarriersofIndiantradetoEuropeforcenturies.Afterconversionto

Islam,theycasttheircovetouseyesonthefabulouswealthofIndiaaswellastheywereeagerto

propagatetheirnewreligioninIndia.However,theopportunitytoinvadeSindcametotheArabiansinthe

beginningoftheeighthcentury.ThedeathofHarshavardhana,resultedinpoliticalinstabilityinIndia,this

situationinspiredtheforeignelementsonceagainto attackandenterIndia.TheArabswereno

exceptiontoit.In712A.D.theyweresuccessfulinoccupyingSind.TheArabconquestofSindhisquite

significantin thehistoryofIndiaaswellasanArabiaundoubtedlyitdid nothelp in thefuture

establishmentofMuslim empireinIndia.AccordingtoStanleyLane-Poole,"TheArabshadconquered

SindhbuttheconquestwasonlyanepisodeintheHistoryofIndiaandofIslam,atriumphwithout

results."


